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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE fame reaſon which prompted. the 

author of the following ſheets to write, 
has determined him to print them. His 
only motive in either caſe, was to do good. 
To inſtruct thoſe, who, being the more nu- 
merous part of his pariſhioners, have a ſort 
of ſuperior claim to his attention. . . 


He has therefore rather endeavoured to be 
clear, than elegant: and has thought it ne- 
ceſſary to hint by way of Advertiſement, that 
the ſubſequent remarks were ſent to the 
preſs, in the exact form they were delivered : 
inſtead of being digeſted, or arranged into an 
eſſay, or one ſingle diſcourſe, as was once in- 
tended, The author hoping, that by offer- 
ing them in ſhort, and ſeparate diſcourſes, 
they may be the oftener repeated, and more 
eaſily remembered. And ſhould any be per- 
ſuaded by this humble attempt, to think ſe- 
riouſly of their duty to God, and to ſtudy the 

A 2 means 


SF 
means of procuring their eternal ſalvation, 
every end of his will be anſwered. 
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N. B. It is recommended to the readers, 
whenever they meet with a paſſage taken out 
of the ſcriptures, immediately to turn. to it, 
and endeavour themſelves to apply it; bot 
with regard to its connection with the con- 
text in the original, and with that in the fol- 


Jou ing treatiſe; by which they will learn to 


digeſt what they read, and will become bettet 
acquainted with the book of life, N 
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II. Co R. v. Cray. 10 and 11 Verſes. 


For we muſt all appear before the jndement feat of 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to _ be hath ane, whether it 
be good or bad. | — 5 | 

Knnwing therefore the une ot the ; Lord, we perſuade 


OOO — 


EFORE I offer any refle&ions on theſe 
words, I ſhall mention my reaſon for ad- 
dreſſing you at preſent, 


The office of a miniſter of the goſpel is of the 
higheſtimportance: to mankind in general; tohim- 
ſelf in particular. He is not only to inculcate good 
doctrine from the pulpit, but ought alſo, if need 
require, privately to inſtru, and endeavour as 
much as poſſible, to exemplify his doctrine by his 
life, 


It is eaſier to comply with the firſt of theſe duties, 
than with the two latter. The common daily avo- 
A 3 cations 


(6) 


cations ſeldom or never afford any opportunity of 
giving or receiving pfiyate poftruGion, nies a par- 
ticular flagrancy of vice, chance to render it indif- 
penſable. 3 WY” ANTS 

7 Again, however our duty may urge the NET 
of i intimating the danger of ſinful practices; 3.1 am 
afraid, that were we to attempt it, the generality 
of mankind, eſpecially they who imagine themſelyes 
our ſuperiors, would deem us impertinently olfi- 


cious and aſſuming. 1 cannot avoid acknowledg« 


ing, that a conſciouſneſs of our own fallibility may 
often divert us from purſuing ſuch a conduct. Ne- 
vertheleſs, there may be times and opportunities, 
ſuitable for the exerciſe of this duty, and whenever 
they offer, we ought to make a proper uſe of them. 
„Net as men-pleaſers, but in Th of an 
ec fearing God.“ 


' As to the third and laft point, namely, a life in 


every reſpect congruous to our doctrine, many ob- 


ſtacles concur to make it extremely difficult, if not 
altogether unattainable, Many, to which ourſelves 
do not contribute in the ſmalleſt degree. But, 
knowing/how much precept is enlightened and aided 
by example, that the latter is often the more pre- 
valent ; ; it is doubly incumbent on us “ 10 ſuffer 


"0 all 


a Coloſlians iii, 22. b x Corinthians, ix. 12. 


«6. all things, i ue hau hinder the gaſþe!. o Grit 
There is great need that e ſhould pour forth: our 
ſineereſt ſolicitations to Almighty God, and iatreat 


exhortation. - 5 „ot 27:01 


«92 


the conſtant prayers of thoſe to whom we ant ſent, 
that while we are. preaching — 
eee diſpleatures. . i $64 19 
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| Thus e are cc attending private ad- 
monition, and if I may ſo call it, exemplary advice. 


There is no. way. left us then of : diſcharging: our 
duty. unte and ere . by puhlie 


7 
(JAIL 3 br | Si 90 7 48 1. 


Tbat 1 may: 5 * katle deficient 3 2s poſſible, i in 
t look upon to be my particular duty to you, 
I have feized the preſent occaſion of offering you 
ſome advice... And muſt obſerve with concern, that 
which. made it appear peculiarly neceſſary, was, 
the great negle& I bave perceived, in your at- 
tendance at this Houſe af worſhip, I fear I may 
venture to ſay, half of thoſe now preſent, are 
ſtrangers to this place at all other times. Whence 
it is no breach of charity to infer, that yqu are 
drawn bither at preſent by ſome ſtronger allure- 
ment, than that of worſhipping: your Almighty 
Creator. And that what our' Saviour ſaid: to 
the Jews.at Capernaum, may be applied to you 3 
&« e//erily, Forth . not la- 

. a 


© John vi. 26. 


(8) 
e cauſe ye. ſaw, thi miracles, hut becanſe." ye did ant of 
e the loaves, and wer filled.” You are; not coe 
[hither to day; to (proſtrate yourſelves befbre your 
eternal Fudge, to implore forgiveneſs of ybur nut- 
berleſs offences, and to promiſe, by the aſſiſtante 
of his grace, amendment for the future ; but mere- 


ly for the ſake of receiving that charity, which is 
aber r liberally, 0 than ane arne 20 by AD 
0: 28M u 06 A 
Nor 401 by this b fob tion, offer . ks line 
1 z becauſe it is founded on that by which az 
lone you can become liable to cenſure, —ydur en- 
ſtant behaviour. By this one ſin of profaning the 
ſabbath, or which is the ſame thing, of not Klep- 
ing it holy, of not fulfilling the purpoſes for which 
it was inſtituted, nor paſling it in a becoming man- 
ner: in ſhort, by abſenting yourſelves at all. times 
from the Lord's Temple; you put it out of your 
power to perform your duty to God, becauſe yu 
wan, remain n of i it. ont! 


SLE RESOLD 
erin for this neglect may attempt to make ex- 
cuſes; and ſome may think even that unneceſſary. 
But I ſhall hope to convince you in the following 
diſcourſe, that no excuſe can be ſufficient, and that 
by a life of impiety, you certainly endanger the 
future welfare of your immortal ſouls. I ſhall now 
immediately proceed to ſome reflections on the 
words of the text ; which were, For we muff all 


cc appear 


foldec 
life f 
only! 
your 1 
your | 
found 
Him, 
immo1 


938 
3 e tb Foley Seat, of Chriſt, phat 
« every ont may receive the things. done an his body,  ac- 
10 carding to that be hath done, whether .it be ,good or 
« bad. ern: uy, AT A 
« we per ſuade o 14 bio? 5t5 bg! 
That there hrs ter ehe A) is th, 7 fo 
inſtinctively impreſſed, a wrought almoſt by 1 nature 
on the mind, that 1 cannot believe any one ever yet 
died, *under the perſuaſion of being annihilated, of 
ſinking intd nothing. It is 2 proſpect, at which 
human 'nafure in its moſt 'uncivilized ſtate, muſt 
ſhudder, It is a proſpect, to which 1 believe no 
human Being looks forward. Revelation has un- 
folded to us the certainty of our exchanging this 
life for another. Think ſerioufly of tkis. Not 
only now, but often. Let it remain conſtantly i in 
your memories, Make it the ruling _ principle | of 
your lives. Itis the ſupport of religion. It is the 
foundation of the Goſpel. Tt i is the 'JoArine of 
Him, who by his own reſurreQion brought 1 life pad 
EY to nee nes” II 


1 leni: . 


Perſuaded that the moment we leave this werd, 
we ſhall be called into a new Being; it is natural 
we ſhould be anxious concerning the wonderful and 
important change that is to bewroughton us: that 
we ſhould lock on the conſequences of ſuch an 
event, as worthy our moſt ſerious conſideration. 
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( wo 

Weiz we total hes whit is to" follow, 
there might de ſome excuſs" for our naked ; 
ſines doubt le apt to deget languor and remiſſneſy, 
But, when we dre affured from the Scripture,” ems em- 
phatically ſtiled the Word of God, that **- % muf 
+* all appear before the judgement ſeat of Chrift,” there 
to undergo a moſt ſtrict and impartial examinmtion 
. Ut that (very one may receive the things done in his boch 
6c according to that he hath done, whether it he 00d 
« or bad,” when we are told from ſuch authority, 
that this will really be the caſe, it ſeems impoſſible 
that any one can be indifferent as to the iſſue, - 


I appointed for all men, ſays St, Paul, once t 
«K die, but after this the Judgement. We muſt all 


1 7 and 4 we muſt all appear before 1 the j ent ſeat 
of Chrif,” Ax that awful and deciſive tribunal, 


2 


m" 3 25 the ſecrets of all hearts ſhal} be diſcloſed, 


every action weighed, and « very idle word! * put 
into the ſeale of our iniquity, what, muſt they ex· 
pect, who have ſcarce thought theſe ſolemn truths 
worth their notice? Who bave either endeavoured 
not to believe them, or Which, is worſe, haye de- 
lieved and diſregarded them? ye were blind, 
« ſays our. Saviour to the Phariſees, ye. ſhould, haus 
6 no ſin, but ſince ye ſay, tur ſee, therefore your ji 
ce remaineth,” If God had left you ignorant of 

ano: wie Om 0 Fier 088 


« Hebrews ix. 27, 1 Matthew xii, 36, b John ix. 41+ 


(uy) 

your Fa had He never revealed his will to you, 
por told you, plainly, what, He expected from you z 
had He never warned you of, the danger of ſin, nor 
ſhown. you how you may avoid it; you would. then 
have had ſome. plea fot your ertors. But, . ſince 
God ſent his 8on into the world, to teach, and to 
ſave ſinners' who repent ; ſince you cannot but ac 
knowledge, that you. have the means of ſalvation 


' clearly pointed out to you, and yet refuſe to accept 


or uſe them, therefore your fin remains Newer 
able and without excuſe. | bk e- 


eat manner the day of Judgement i 
repreſented in the Revelation of St, John, * 7 ſaw 
« agreat white throne, and Him that ſat on it, from 
« whoſe face, the rarth and the hravin fled away, and 
« there was found no place for them: And I ſaw the 
* dead, ſmall andgreat, landing before God; and the 
* books were opened, and another book "was opened, 
* which ii the bob of life. And the dead were judged 
&* out of thoſe things which were "written in the bool, 
e according to their "works. ' And the ſea gave up the 
© dead which were in it, and death and hall delivered 
* up the dead which were in them; and they were 
« judged #very man, according. to their works ; And 
1 * whoſerver was not. found written in the book 7 life, 

* was Pu into the lake of fire. b 


Hear 


Revelation xx. 11. 


Gn) 

Hear alto in what manner tie Saviour of the wor 
prophecies of that great und terrible day. 4% 
© rih Hi, I hey ume you; 8d Bear i eh 
and moto isi when the du fall bro tht wiite of the 
© Son of God, and they that hrur Sail live. Her as thi 
% Father bath life in Himfolf, fo bath He given t the 
« Son vo have ie in Fimſulf. And hath given Hin 
«. axthority to execute judgement ali, Decanſs he fr the 

4 Sor of Mn. Marvel it at #6," for thi hb 
<< corring, in: the which all that are in the yraver half 
&« hear bis voice, and ſhall come -forth; rey“ that Sub 
&« done good unto the reſurreftion of life ; and they that 


« en n ths referrer of dee, 


| What Pa neee the wichod wit 
be, we cannot tell: it is one of thoſe . Serra 
4e things belanging . unto the Lerd aur Gad, which 
He has not thought proper to reveal to us, becauſe 
to know it. would-be of no manner of.uſe to us, But 
He has aſſured us, that whatever it is, it will laſt 
for ever * hen tha. Son of Man ſhall come im his 
© Gery, and all the hay Angels with Him, then Ht 


Fall ſit upon the thrine of his glory. And before Him 


G. ſhall be gathered all nation, 4nd He Gall ſeparate 
C them: ane from another, as: a ſhepherd- diuidati hit 
«© ſheep from: the geats : and He ſpall ſot the up of 
« i right hand, and the. goats on bis y Then al 

n his right come yt 
6 the King ſoy unts them o * . 2 
'* Matthew xxv. 31. 


I Ichn v. 2. 
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G19: h + 
60 Bl d of my Father, inberit the kingdom. prepared 
« for you from the beginning of the World: Then ſhall . 
&« He ſay alſo to them on his left hand, depart from me 
« ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
&« and his angels. And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
6 lafling puniſhment, but the righteous into 90 eter- 


cc nal. am 


The trial which is to determine our everlaſting 
fate, which will conſign us to one of theſe two 
ſtates, a ſtate of eternal and complete happineſs, 
or unceaſing and incomprehenſible miſery, will be 
a trial of juſtice and impartiality, Where, * every 
« one will receive the things done in his body, according $ 
© to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” It 
will there be impoſſible for us to ſhade our guilt, | 
or by any artifice to palliate or leſſen our offences. 
We ſhall not then be judged according as we have 
believed, but according to what we have done. 
Every word, and every action will be brought into 
the account. Be not deceived; it will not then be 
a ſufficient plea, that we have all along believed in 
the Father and in the Son, if we have not added 
practice to our faith, and obeyed their command- 
ments. This too we are taught by the Son of God 
himſelf, © 1 Many will ſay unto me in that day ( peat- 
ing of the day of Judgement Lord, Lord, have we- 
not prophecied in thy name and in thy name caſt out 

B | „ devile?- 


1 Matthew vii. 22. : 


wy * 
ce devils ? ard in thy name done many wonder ful works 
& And then I will profeſs unto them ; I never knew 
you, depart from me ye that work iniquity.” | 


Such is the proſpect to thoſe who paſs their days 
in an uninterrupted courſe of ſlothful impiety; in 


a continual round of inattention, to thoſe things 
which are moſt profitable for them. Dead and loſt 


to every thing that makes them worthy the name of 


Chriſtian or of man, Who are not to be awakened 


out of their ſlumber, till the dreadful ſummons ar- 


rives. *© ® This night ſhall thy foul be required of thee; 
and who then think, by a few pious ejaculations, 


to make amends for a life of thoughtleſſneſs and fin, 
and to obtain thoſe rewards which alone are promi - 


og to the pure in heart. 


How ſuch a conduct, and ſuch een can 


be reconcileable, is hard to conceive. By reaſon it 
never can, Was it for this, that' the Lord God 


| ſaid, e Let us mate man in our own image ? and that 


« He breathed into his noftrils the breath of life?” 


Was it for this, that he gave him “ dominion over 


« the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowls of the air, and 
e qver the cattle, and over the earth, and over ever) 
% creeping thing that creepeth on the earth P that He 
made the whole creation ſubſervient to him? And 
der when all theſe tranſcendant marks of divine 


favour 


m KOI 20. » Geneſis i. 26. 


ſu 


(as) 
favour were inſufficient to reſtrain him from fin. 
was it for this, that the Almighty and merciful 
God, gave his only Son, as at this time to take our 
nature upon Him, that by the moſt painful and ig- 

nominious death, He might redeem us from the bon-„ 
dage of fin, and procure us the means of returning 
to a ſtate of innocence and happineſs ? Lay aſide 
the former conſiderations, and reflect only on this 
laſt inſtance of God's mercy and love towards us, 
and aſk. yourſelves, with what pretence 'they can 
expect the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, who have 
ſcarce eyer complied with one of his precepts ? _ 
Who have utterly neglected to fulfill thoſe condi- 
tions on which alone can depend their hopes of the 


mediation of the Son of God? He that bath'my 


* commandments,” ſays the bleſſed Jeſus ** and teepeth 
* them, be it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me, 
«* ſhall be loved of my father; and I will love him, 
« and will manifeft myſelf to bim. And again, 
« He that rejefteth me, and receiveth not my twords, 
„ bath one that judgeth him : the word that I have 
« ſpoken, the ſame ſha'l judge him at the laſt day.” 


Such is the doctrine of the Goſpel, Theſe are 
not points of mere ſpeculation, No ſuggeſtions of 
ours : no Anathemas thundered out by the clergy, 
to keep their flocks in ſuperſtitious awe, and blind 
ſubmiſſion to themſelves, They are not arguments 

B 2 deduced 


0 John ziv. 21. P John XU, 48. 


(16 )' 
deduced from the word of God; but the word 
itſelf. They are, as St. Paul calls them, “ 
terror of the Lord; and knowing, that is belie- 
ving them, fays the Apoſtle, ** we perſuade men. 


But, what weightier arguments can we make 
+ uſe of, than the words themſelves? What keener 
menaces can there be, than the threats which are 
denounced in Scripture againſt the diſobedient ? 
What' ſtronger inducements to piety, than the pro- 
miſes which are there made, to thoſe who love God, 
and ſerve Him? Both equally certain: both e- 
qually to be depended on. For, 4 God is not 'a 
man, that He ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man, that 
« He ſhould repent. Hath He ſaid, and ſhall He not 
As it? or hath He ſpoken, n 
« it good f” 


Let me beſeech you- to conſider what has been 
ſaid. And delay not the hour of amendment, till 
your very repentance will be a reproach to you. 
Let God have the honour and praiſe which is due 
to Him, and worſhip Him, while it is in your 

power to offer Him that reaſonable ſacrifice, of 
health, ſtrength, and inclination. Think not 

that there can be any virtue in thoſe prayers, which 
are the laſt efforts of a mind filled with fear at its 

approaching diſſolution, and tottering on the brink 


of 


4 Numbers xxili. 19. 


n 
of eternity: nor that there is any merit in being reli · 
gious, whea it is no longer in your power to be o- 
therwiſe. Conſider what numbers are ſnatche a+ 
way by the ſudden ſtroke of death, before they 
have time to give the ſmalleſt intimation of their be- 
lief, or to utter the ſhorteſt petition for mercy. 


Begin then from this moment; and as the foun- 
dation of future obedience, determine to let no- 
thing prevent you from being conſtant in your at- 
tendance at church. Make no frivolous excuſes of 
buſineſs, of diſtance, much leſs,of idleneſs. There 
is certainly ſufficient time for all things, and. we are 
not to ſuffer the buſineſs of this world to interfere | 
with that of the next, 


e Remember the Sabdath-doy, to 15 it holy.” 
Remember it is a day which God has ſet apart for 
Himſelf: and be affured that as Jong as you live in 
open contempt, and neglect of that day, you are 
adding to the meaſure of your iniquity, and kin- 
dling the wrath of God againſt you. 


This is one of the 1 which ſeem 3 
ly adapted to works of repentance and amendment. 
It is the time in which He who died for our fins, 
and roſe again for our juſtification, firſt made his 
appearance on the earth. And what time can be 
more proper for the contemplation of theſe ineſti- 

B 3 mable 
: Exodus xx. 8. | 


( 18 ) 
- mable benefits? What time has a greater claim for 
the particular exerciſe of thoſe heavenly . virtues, 
gratitude and love? How can we better employ 
this holy ſeaſon, than in a review of our paſt lives, 
in bending our knees towards God, to implore his 
forgiveneſs of our paſt offeaces, and in devoting 
the remainder of our lives to his ſervice? 


Let us en the aſſiſtance of the, diving 


grace, to ſtrengthen ſuch pious reſolutions z- and 


let me hope that you will all ſeal them, by the re- 
ception of the holy Sacrament, at the approaching 
feſtival. | 


Meantime, if any of you have any doubts con- 
cerning the proptiety of this compliance, or in any 
other reſpect, come to me; and I ſhall ſincerely do 
my endeavours, by the bleſſing of Almighty God, 


to 6 wes you comfort and ſatisfaction. '4 


« . we therefore have received Chrift Jeſus the 


« Lord, fo let us walkin Him; rooted and built up in 
« Him.; and flabliſhed in the faith, as 'we have been 
« taught, abounding therein with thankſgiving.” 


«4 


gf [310 1 328 Coloſſians ii. 6. 


SERMON 


4 


Br. 


8. E R M O N uU. 


RoMANS x. Cnay. and the 1. Verſe. 


Brethren, my heart's defire and prayer 10 God for 
Tfrael, is, that they might be ſaved. 


INDING, or at leaſt flattering myſelf, that 

my exhortations have not been entirely uſcleſs, 
I.am induced to offer you ſome farther advice. 1 
mean to addreſs myſelf to all ; but particularly to | 
thoſe (and I am afraid ſuch are ſtill the greater 
number now preſent) who ſeldom come to this 
place from motives of piety, Let me therefore beg 
your attention to a few obſervations, the reſult of 
my ſolicitude for yon; containing in part a diſ- 
charge of my duty, and to which it will be your 
indiſpenſable duty to conform. 


Such is the importance of the commiſſion with 
which we are inveſted; even to be“ meſſengers, watch- 
* men, and flewards of the Lord, to teach and to premo- 
“ niſh, to feed and to provide for the Lord's family” that 


I ſhould be moſt MY neglectful of my ſolemn 
promiſe 


„. 


| ( 20 ) | 
PER to perform this office, if I perceived uncon- 
cerned, the very great diſregard-for the public wor- 
ſhip of God, prevalent among thoſe who ought to 
form the conſtant nm of this Church, 


So very much r on the diſpoſition of the 
hearer, that with all the care. and attention of the 
teacher, it is impoſlible to make men holy, unleſ 
themſelves have a deſire to be taught, and are wil- 
ling to put in practice the leſſons they receive, 
And therefore it was not without reaſon, that St. 
Paul not only ſolicits for himſelf, the * prayers of 
thoſe to whom he was ſent, but alſo pours forth his 
own prayers for .them, that they might profit by 
his inſtructions, and be excited to work out their 
owa ſalvation. ** Brethren, my heart's defire, ani 
& prayer to God fer Hfruel, ts, that they N 
% ſaved.” | | 


T bus in either caſe, conſidering the importance 


of the miniſterial office, and the general luke- 


warmneſs for religion almoſt every where per- 
ceiveable, has every preacher of the Goſpel rea- 
ſon to ſupplicate the divine aſſiſtance, for himfelf, 
and for others, 


There is a beautiful and edifying example of that 
thirſt after the knowledge of God, (without which 
1 inſtruction is loſt) and of the benefits generally 
| procured 

* Epheſians vi. 18, 19. 


( 21 ) | | 
procured by it, in the account of the Eunuch, 
(mentioned in the eighth Chapter of the Aas 0 
to whom Philip the A poſtle was particularly ſent. 
He was returning from Jeruſalem, where he had 
been to worſhip, and fitting in his chariot read 
Eſaias the Prophet. * Then ſaid tht Spirit unto Phi- 
« lip, go near and join thyſelf to this chariot. And Phi- 
« Jip ran thither to Him, and heard Him read the Pro- 
« phet Eſaias, and ſaid, under/tande/! thou what thou 
% readeſl ? And He ſaid, how can I except ſome man 
« ſhould guide me? And He defired Philip that He” 
% would come up and fit with bim | 


The firſt circumſtance to de noted in this ſtory, 
is the piety, the devotion, the ſincetity of the Eu- 
nuch: his diſpoſition to ſtudy, his deſire to be ac- 
quaiated with his duty, his readineſs to be inſtruct- 
ed in thoſe things, by which he might ſecure his e- 
ternal ſalvation. And thence we learn in the ſe- 
cond place, that “ > To Him that hath, ſhall be given. 
He that ſecketh, Mall find, and to Him that knock- 
* eth, it ſhall be opehed.” To him who has good 
principles, and a love for virtue; ſtrength of faith, 
and ſtrength of mind to conquer temptations ſhall 
de added: and He who is deſirous to learn, ſhall 


never want the opportunity and means of being 
taught, 


Philip 


d Matthew vii. 8. Luke viii. 18. 


. 


nuch; who, from the conviction He received at 
the Apoſtle's explanation of the Prophet, eagerly 
deſired to be baptized at the firſt water they came 
to, And thus having entered under the banner 
of Jeſus Chriſt, with a mind n and haps 
| Py © He went on his way rejoicing,” 


The means of ſalvation have been miraculouſly 
obtained for all men, by Him who laid down his 
life a ranſom for all. That is, for all who believe 
in the efficacy of thoſe means, and truſt implicitly 
to them, © For the word is nigh thee, even in thy 
& mouth, and in thy Hart; that is the word of, faith 
© which we preach, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with 
<< thy mouth, the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thin 
* heart that God hath raiſed Him from the dead, hay 
& halt be ſaved,” , 


l 5 2 2 * 
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Thus is Faith the foundation of the Goſpel, 
But, as the Apoſtle adds in the ſame Chapter, 
ce *FÞow ſhall they believe in Him, of whom they haut 
ct not heard?” It is not merely ſaying, I believe in 
"Jeſus Chriſt, that will ſave me, if I ſhow by every 
one of my actions, that I am totally ignorant, ot 
which is worſe, regardleſs, both of Him, and his 
commandments. 
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. They 
© Romans x. 8, 9. Verſe 14. 


Philip was miraculouſly ſent to inſtruct the Eu- 


« 43 3 5 

They who wilfully keep themſelyes in ine 
rance, who ſuffer every opportunity of arquaint« 
ing themſelves with their duty to pals by. them; 
who inſtead of being anxious and inquiſitive, are 
indifferent and careleſs concerning the future ſtate 


of their immortal fouls; what can ſuch expect at 
that hour, when “ zvery ane /ball raccive: bis own 
« reward, according to hit own labour? when to 
them we are aſſured © fryho by patient continuance in 
&* ell. doing, ſeek for ghry, and honour, and immor- 
« jality,” ſhall be granted © eternal life; «6 but 
“ unto them that are contentious, and de not obey the 
« truth, but obey wunrighteauſneſs,” ſhall be: yours 
out“ ien and wrath.” ' 


If to theſe thoughtleſs, Ee Chriſtians (for 
ſo many call themſelves, who have no title to the 
name) the queſtion ſhould be put, Do you know, 
or do you underſtand any part of your duty to 
God? Vou ſay, You believe in Jeſus Chriſt, but 
do you know why? They could not with equal 
propriety make the ſame anſwer the Eunuch made 
to Philip, How ſhould we, unieſs ſome man ſhould . 
guide us?” becauſe it is plain they have no. 
wiſh to be. guided, Their only anſwer could be, 
we do not know; nor de we think it worth our 
while to be informed, 

This - 
* Corinthians ti, 8, #* Romans ii. 7, 8. 


q 24 ) 
This [ hope is by no means the caſe of any pre- 
fent. But I ſhould in charity ſuppoſe, that you 
do not ſufficiently conſider, how much it is your 
duty and intereſt, to make yourſelves acquainted 
with the law of God, and to live conformably to it. 
You are not aware of the benefits, preſent and fu- 
ture, which are to be derived from ſuch a purſuit, 
nor-of the puniſhment that will moſt certainly be 
the portion of thoſe who neglect it. 


On theſe ſubjeds then I mean to diſcourſe 2 
briefly as poſſible. And, firſt, — 


It is both your duty and intereſt to make your- 
ſelves acquainted - with the law of God, and to live 
conformably to it, becauſe by it you will be judg- 
ed. It is your duty, becauſe the God who crea» 
ted you; that God in whom 4 * we'all live, and 
& nove, and have our being, who has power to ſave 
and to kill, to confer life and to deſtroy it;. He 
who having laid on his creatures certain reſtrictions, 
and given us rules of conduct, calculated for the 
good and happineſs of all, has therefore ſtrictly en- 


Joined us to com ly with them. Every bleſſing we en- 
joy, the tally. Dad chart eat, the raiment with 


which we are clothed, muſt be referred ultimately to 
Him, and are the effects of his merey; for He is the 
giver of all goodneſs: © He made all things, and 


6 for him alone they are and were created.“ "IF 
| | Well 


b Acts xvii. 28, „ Coloſſians i. 16. Revelation iv. 11. 


( 25 ) 

Well may we join the Plalmift iti his devout 
rhapſody, ''* O. Lerd aur (governor; how'extellont is 
« thy name in all the world; thou haft ſet thy glory above 
&« the Hau. Fur when I conſider the Heavens, - 
« ven the works of thy fingers; th Avon and the 
« Stars which thou haſt ordained 3 what 45 man, that | 


« Thou art mindful of him, and the e ſon of man, that 
&« Thou viſite/t him" Thus from a ſenſe of our. own 
weakneſs, . and numberſeſs imperfections, as well 

as from motives of gratitude, we ſhould be led to 
obey the commandments of God, and to adore, 
and give Him the praiſe and the glory for ever and 
ever, The meaneſt, the pooreſt, the moſt mi- 
ſerable, has a material reaſon for thank ing and 
praiſing the Author of his being, who by giving 

him life, has fitted him for eternity; has made bim 
capable of enjoying happineſs without end, and 
great beyond deſcription, or imagination. : 


It is then our duty to love God, and to keep his 
commandments, becauſe he has ordered us to do ſo, 
and becauſe He is worthy of our love and obedience, 
and entitled to _ on every account. 


Secondly, Iti is our intereſt to conform to the law 
ef God, as delivered to us in the Scriptures, be- 
cauſe by it we ſhall be judged. Our happineſs in 
the next world will be proportioned to the degree in 

SOPs which 
i Pſalm viii. 


( 26 ) 


which we have obſerved, or neglected it. Let us 
conſider what are the moſt obvious and moſt genes 
ral rules belonging to this law, and then let us ex. 
amine ourſelves, and endeavour to n n 
we have been moſt deficient. | | 


The firſt, and moſt natural duty of religion, 
muſt be the acknowledge and con ſequently the 
worſhip of a ſuperior Being. The firſt and great 
commandment of the Chriſtian religion i is Thou 
&* ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and 
&* with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind.“ Now if 
from the conſideration of the attributes of God, of 
his Power, his Juſtice, and his Mercy, we can be 
brought to poſleſs this love, we cannot fail to Wor- 
ſhip and adore Him, and to pour forth our acknow- 


ledgments of his ſuperintendant care and good neſz, 


in prayer and thankſgiving : for © leut of the abut- 
& dance of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh, » When 


therefore we do not rie a willingneſs to give G 


6 9 a holy n we muſt be conſcious that 
we are deficient in our duty, as laid down ih the 
firſt and great commandment. We cannot leve 
God as we ought to love Him. | 


By this defe& we are led directly to the breach 
of another general rule, Remember the ſabbath- 
| «gy 
* Matthew xxii. 37, *! Matthew xii. 34. 
m Pſalm xxix. 2. Exodus xx, 8. 
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« Jay 10 leep it holy. I ſhall not now enter into 
all the reaſons for obſerving this law, but only re- 
mind you, that by the neglect of it, we lay our- 
ſelves open to the following ſentence. Verily 
« I ſay unto you, till Heaven and earth paſs, one jot, 
« or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till 
6 all be fidlfilled, Whaſorver therefore ſhall break one 
« of theſe leaft commandments” (that is any one of the 
commandinents which we [perhaps may think the 
leaſt)" * and teach men ſo, be ſhall be called the leaf? 
« in the kingdom of Heaven.” On the other hand it 
is ſaid that 4 whoſoever Mull do, and teach them, ſhall 
e called\ great” in the kingdom of Heaven,” 


| I muſt indeed obſerve, that tp the negleRt of this 
commandment of the Sabbath, may be attributed al- 


moſt every other ſin and folly. And here lies your 


principal error. By keeping away from the Lord's 
houſe, at thoſe times which are expreſsly ſet apart for 
the worſhip of God, when his law is read and enfor- 


ced, and which from almoſt unavoidable neceſſity, 


are the only opportunities you can have of learning 
your duty, you wilfully remain ignorant of it. 
And have therefore a double crime to anſwer for, 
the crime of ignorance, and the crime of diſobedi- 
ence, If you could be prevailed on to conſider the 
neceſſity of being religious, and to reflect on the 
benefits which are moſt certainly annexed to a vir- 

| C 2 tuous 


they take leave of their preſent earthly tabernacle. 


( 28 ) 
tuous and holy courſe of life; you would be 0 


longer idle and careleſs in a matter of ſuch conſe. 
quence, ' Let me intreat your ſerious attention to 
a few ſuggeſtions on this an with Which I 
Mall conclude. ( ew MW 155 
as 4+ 

We cannot deny 8 nor ; the impory 
tance of a religious life, when we are told, that 
& P roithout halineſt no man, ſhall ſee the Lord.” Not 
can it be a matter of indifference to us, what will 
become of our immortal ſpirits, our ſouls, when 


Whether they will be called to a place in chat king- 
dom, where dwell eternal peace, and love, and joy, 
or whether they will be conſigned over to a ſtate of 
endleſs and utter darkneſs, where ſhalt be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth, This is the point, "This 
is the alternative, St. Paul's prayer for his hearem 


was, that they might be ſaved.” Such is mine fin- 


cerely for you, But there muſt be the concurrence 
of your own prayers, and your own endeavours, 
to ſecure this chief and 2 ren! n of man, his 
eternal Salvation. e 
We cottithly were not created merely for the 
few years that are generally allotted us in this life, 
We ſhould have the proſpect of immortality eon- 
ſtantly before our eyes; and if this were the caſe, 
- we 
y Hebrews xii. 14. 


"0%. 
we could bardly avoid being influenced. by the 
hopes of obtaining a glorious one. The means of 
obtaining it are afforded to all, and are fully and 
clearly pointed out to us in the Scriptures, From 
them we learn, that the only means of ſecuring a. 
happy and glorious immortality, is an adherence to 
the commands of : Jeſus Chriſt. Since 4 there is 
none other name unden Heaven giuen among men, 
&« whereby we muſt be ſaved.” And if we call our- 
ſclves Chriſtians, we muſt live and act like Chriſ- 
tians. For r except, our righteouſneſs exceed the 
« righteouſneſs of the Seribes and Phariſees,” in vain 
do we give ourſelves ſo exalted a title, “ and in 
&« vain do we hope to enter into the kingdom A 


The preſent n of a religious life, may 
be no ſmall temptation to the practice of it. For 
firſt, we muſt know, that whatever may be our ſi- 
tuation, however great or proſperous, without in- 
nocence in all our intentions, without honeſty in 
all our actions, it is impoſlible for us to enjoy eaſe 
and tranquillity of mind: and without peace of 
mind, we muſt know, that we cannot be happy. 
But, while we have no bad deſigns, no- guilt to up- 
braid ourſelves with, we may have every-reaſon to 
hope that God will pardon the errors and frailties, 
almoſt inſeparable from our nature; and we may 
expect to meet with that ineſtimable reward in the 

3 next 


1 Acts iv. 2. * Matthew v. 20. 
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next world, which is promiſe to to the pure in heart; 
even to be admitted to the preſence and ſighr ef 


« ſee God. 


The preſent 1 of 00 life wi 
farther appear, if we conſider, that the fruits of 


5 and comfort. Such as honeſty, temperance, in“ 
|  duffry, prudence, civility, wich many others. A 
* man poſſeſſing theſe qualities, runs very little riſk 
of being diſregarded in any ftation, high or low 
Whereas, no one would truſt, or employ, a kuuun 
drunkard, a ſwearer, a liar, a cheat, or in ſhort a 
perſon notorious for wickedneſs in any ſhape, if 
thoſe of a contrary character were to be found. An 
honeſt, a ſober, an inuten, a civil perſon, will 
ſcarce ever miſs of friends: or if this „ ſhould: be the 
caſe, he has at all times the comfort of knowing 
that he has a friend in Heaven 44 "Who Picket chſer 
00 than a Brother,” 


The firſt great and hates rule by which we 
judge of men in theſe particulars, is according'to 
their obſervance or negle& of the worſhip of the 
Almighty. When we perceive any one regular in 
his attendance at the houſe of Prayer, and conftant 


* Matthew v. 8. * Proverbs.zvili, 24 


God. * Bliſſed are the pure in luer, Ji they = 


righteouſneſs are thoſe virtues in public and in pri- 
vate which enable us to live with decency, credit 


(3) 
in his devotion, we immediately and naturally con- 
cude that he is aftuated by a deſire of making him- 
ſelf aceeptable to God, and that he is willing to 


guide himſelf by his law. It is indeed impoſſible 


for them who ſtudy the Scriptures, or bear them 
read, ta do ſo, and not be the better for it. As 
to our diſcourſes, to uſe the words of a great and 
good Divine “ Such is the dignity of the ſubjef, that 
« we muſt fink beneath it; but ſuch is its u{ofulue 
« and importance, that it is ſcarcely poſſible to treat it 
« ſeriouſly, without ſaying ſunething that muft have a 
6 good effect on a well: diſpoſed mind.” 207 3 

On the other band, they who appear entirely ne- 
glectful of their duty to God, who never *»reve- - 
e rence his ſanctuaries; who never join in the pub- 
lic worſhip of Him, nor enter bis courts with praiſe, 
who never attend the divine Service of the church, 
(unleſs when ſome immediate ſenſual benefit invites 
them,) in ſuch we never expect to meet with any 
of the leſſer virtues of human life. For. it is a plain 
deduction, that he that loveth not God, keepeth not 
bis ſayings. ** * He that hath" my commandments, (ſays 
© our Saviour, ) end keepeth: them, be it is that leveth 
« me. And he jour loveth me * IT not * TT 
* :ngs.” ar Mn 

I have thus endeavoured to drs that it is both 
our duty and intereſt to ferve God. And we muſt 

| | look 

» Leviticus xix. 30. lohn xiv. 21, 24. 


( 32 ) 
look on public worſhip as the ſource. of our obe- 
dience. It is a duty ſtrictly enjoined: us, and we 
ſhall therefore have as much to anſwer for our ne: 
glect of it, as of any other commandment. RAT 


The preſent Seaſon ſeems particularly to invite 
all ſuch as have been deficient in this, or in any o- 
ther cireumſtance, to correct and amend their lives, 
When we contemplate the wonderful means of fals 
vation, and that He who afforded us thoſe means, 
made his appearance at this time on the earth. It 
ſurely is a ſeaſon of joy, that is of religious and in- 
nocent joy; ſuch joy as our bleſſed Redeemer ſays 
«© * x0 man ſhall take from us: and ought therefore 
to. be employed in more than ordinary acts of wot. 
ſhip, love, and gratitude- Bs >, 


The day is at hand, when we ſhall commemorate 
the greateſt blefling Mankind ever received, the 
birth of our Saviour Chriſt, —in the higheſt act of 
Chriſtian worſhip. Let each then in the interme- 
diate time ſo prepare himſelf by proper humiliation, 
repentance, and reſolutions of amendment; that 
we may all be ready on that day, to devote ourſelves 
with ſincere hearts, to the ſervice of God for the 
future, > 

And may God grant us that affiſtanse, for. which 
we may have reaſon to hope, if we firſt do our en- 
deavour, and ſhow a willing mind, | 

t SERMO N 


* John xvi 22. 
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1 was glad when they ſaid unto, me, Let us go into the 
v of the Lord. 


* 


ROM theſe words I ſhall offer to your conſi- 

deration ſame few reaſons, why we ſhould fre · 
quently and regularly attend at Church; and ſhall 
likewiſe enumerate ſome particular advantages arte 
ling from it, 


The neceſfity and propriety of aſſembling pub- 
licly to worſhip the ſupreme Author of our being, 
cannot be better illuſtrated, than by taking a view 
of the different duties, which are compriſed ia the 
pious invitation mentioned in the text * Let us go 
into the bouſe of the Lord.” And of theſe we are 
fully and judiciouſly reminded, in the exhortation 
at the commencement of the church - ſervice. 


We 


( 3 ) 

We are firſt called upon, zo confeſs our manifold 
& ſins and wickedneſs, with an humble, lowly, peni- 
&« tent, and obedient heart, to the end that by the mercy 
* of Almighty * we ay 2 king 
« them,” At © 


That there is not a more ſerious, or a more ma- 
terial duty than confeffion, we may learn from the 


holy Scriptures. Since, * if we ſay that we have 


* no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth ts not in 


© .“ To pretend to diſſenible, or cloke our ſins 


before the face of that God, from whom no ſecrets 
are hid,” not only ſerves to increaſethe number 
of them, but is one of the greateſt inſtances of our 


| folly : for we read, That God Hall bring every 


& work into judgement, with every ſecret thing, wit 


40 ther it be good, or whether it be evil,” And __ 


« © He that covereth his fins ſhall not proſper ; 

ce twhofo confeſſeth, and forſaketh them, ſhall have nur. 
&« y. St. Paul alſo tells us “ * hat with the mouth 
& confeſſion is made unto ſalvation.” In other words, 
that confeſſion is one of the principal means by 
which ſalvation is to be obtained, 


We may eafily believe it to be a puibelpel a and 
leading act of devotion, if we view it in its moſt 
extenſive Tight. For in the firſt place, by con- 

feſſion, 
John i. 8. V Feeleſiaſtes xii. 14. 
© Proverbs xxviii. 13. 4 Romans x. 10. 
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femon, particularly by public confeſſion, we openly 
acknowledge our belief of a God, and expreſs our 
dependance on Him. Secondly, a.candid, unre- , 
ſerved, and humble confeſſion, ſuch as we are di- 

rected to make, muſt neceſſarily be accompanied 
with contrition; or ſorrow-for our. offences. This 
is indeed the primary motive, hy which we are ſti- 
mulated to an acknowledgement of them: for if we 
did not repent of our erimes, e ſhould hardly e- 
ver voluntarily confeſs them. But it is by an uneaſi- 
neſs of mind, an inward compunction, that we are 
led to diſdurden our conſciences by confeſſion. It 
is the firſt reparation that can be made: and to an 
ingenubus perſon, there is a ben and rea ſatiſ- 
faction werte * 4 e 111 10 


It is alſo a auen n the ellen of ri 
ing which, none can be exempt. e have all 
&« left undone, thoſe things which tue ought to have 
done; and we baue done thoſe things which ive ought 
4 not to have dne. The very beſt of us are ſo far 
removed from perfection, as to make at leaſt the 
acknowledgement of our unworthineſs of God's 
care and protection, a duty incumbent on us all. 


* Lord, 2 _— man that mining lin — 


| The :nfirwities of our; nature, and our proneneſs 
to evil, give us continual cauſe for the duty of 
confeſſion, It muſt therefore conſtantly form a 
part 


(36) 
part of private, as well as of public devotion. ' St. 


Fames exhorts us to confeſs our faults one to amo» WI ou 
ther, and pray for one another j that by this means Wl << 
we may reciprocally adminifter and receive eom - if ** 

fort and advice, and affiſt each other in the great 
work of ſalvation. Among the Iſraelites yu will WI anc 
find, that confeſſion almoſt always accompanied ia. ¶ alo 
erifice: / and we read that the Jes came from all 
parts, in order to confeſs their fins to John the Wl der 
Baptiſt. It alſo appears mat confeſfion was a ne» Wl wa 
—_— preparative to baptiſen'; '** They were baptized Wl 2nd 
RO PST l N 1 

1 Thus does the. Scripture t teach us the neceſfig F 


of diſcloſing our ſins and wickedneſs to our heayeny pub 
ly Father. More particularly is it recommended to a 

us ohen we aſſamblt and meet together, to render I bott 
«© thanks for the great benefits uus have received at d vou 
« hands.” And this leads us to conſider. thankſ- BY 

giving as another neceſſary purpoſe of our fre- af 
quenting the Houſe of the Lord. This alone mult I W. 
farniſh every one with ſufficient reaſon. for the ob- 3 
ſervance of fo eſſential and grateful a duty. Na- with 
ture will dictate even to the moſt barbarous and 
uncivilized, that whence benefits are. received, 
thanks are due, To whom are we ſo much indebt- 
| ed, as to that God, who has firſt brought us into 
life, and has thereby given us the means and oppor- 
James v. 16. f Matthew iii. 5, 6. 


6 % 


tunity of * 3 happineſs; and for 
our preſent ſupport, has furniſhed us wth every: 
« herb bearing ſeed; which is upon the face af the while 
© earth, and. every tree in which is the fruit a tres 

« ſielding feed ? Whence come the neceſſaries, 

and whence the ſuperfluities,of life, but from Him, 
alone, who “ hath opened bis hand, and filled all, 

« things living, with, plenteouſneſe?”, Theſe con- 
derations of God's mercy and goodneſs, ſhould al- 

ways be united with thoſe of his power and juſtice; 
and then we ſhould love, and gh and an Him 


as we ought. 


Farther, when we thus meet to ſend forth the 
public voice of thankſgiving, we are exhbrted to 
add our petitions for thoſe things which are neceſſary 
both for the ſoul and body. We pray that God 
would vouchſafe to accept our prayers, and that 
our faith and obedience may be ſtrengthened and 
confirmed, by the affiſtance of his almighty grace. 
We alſo pray that our honeſt endeavours to procure 
the neceſſaries and comforts of life, may be crowned 
with ſucceſs, In all things ſubmitting to the wiſ- 
dom of Him, „ who ſeeth not as we ſce, and who. 
knoweth what we have need of, that is, what is ex- 
pedient for us, much better than we do ourſelves. 


D Our 


5 Pſalm calv. 16. k x; Samuel xvi. 7. 


(3) 

- Our Church has thus wiſely combined in het 
ſervice, theſe ſeveral duties of confeſſion, thakkF 
giving, and petition. We muſt know, that by the 
exetciſe of theſe duties in public, we particularly 
ſet forth the praiſe of our Creator, We become 
examples of holineſs, and thus happily promote the 
cauſe of religion and virtue. We may make our- 
ſelves the happy inſtruments of converting many, 
and bringing them to faith and repentance: for 
which St. James tells us to our comfort, that 
& 1 He who converts a ſinner from the error of his way, 
« ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and ſhall hids a mul. 
e titude of fins,” 


This may be placed among the aqraniages. an ari· 
ſipg from an open and public profeſion of our faith: 
ſome. of which ſhall be now ue, Tu 
propoſed. 

The firſt is pointed out to us: that by attending 
on thoſe places which are ſet apart for the worſhip 
of the Almighty, we haue the benefit of hearing his 
moſt holy word. A benefit, that extends, and is 
ſerviceable to all. By this means, the moſt ibs. 
literate may become acquaiyted: with their duty. 
They hear the injunctions which God has laid on 
thoſe, who are willing to be his ſervants and; chil» 
dren. They hear the promiſes He has made to 
ſuch as follow thoſe injunctions, and the threats 


which 


1 James v. 20. 


hich 


( 39 ) 
which He bas denounced againſt, the diſobedient. 


They have read to them, the examples which are 


recorded in the holy Scriptures, of thoſe who! ha- 
ving placed their confidence in God, were not dic 


appointed; and of thoſe who diſregarded his word, 


and were puniſhed. 


The Scripture, property called the word of God, 
is the great rule of our life, by which we may 
learn ſo to conduct ourſelves, as to obtain the fa- 
vour and blefling of God in this world, aad in that 
which is to come. © *]Pherewithal (fays holy Da- 5 
« yid) Hall a young man cleanſe his way? even by 
« ruling bimſel If according to thy word: That is, the 
word of God. 1 Seek ye out of the book of the law 
« of the Lord, (ſays the Prophet Iſaiah,) and read,” 
That ye may endeavour to poſleſs that wiſdom, and 
that knowledge, whoſe price is above rubies. 

Unhappily there are ſome, who through neglect, 
or a want of ſufficient means to acquire: a neceſſa- 


ry and proper education, are unable of themſelves, 
to gain any profit by ſtudying the bock of life: and 


wherewithal ſhall they cleanſe their way? How 


ſhall they who canndt read, glean any inſtruction 
from that volume, which was written to make ws 
wiſe unto ſalvation, but by taking every opportu- 
nity of hearing it read to them; that thus they may 
D 2 A2ᷣX4qualat 


* Pſalm exix. 9. Iſaiah xxxiv, 16. 
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«© honour them, who honour Him.“ 
tain that we do more honour to God, and to religi- 
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| [ 40 
acquatnt themſelves with God and his laws, and be 
at peace with Him. Frequenting church. is almoſt 
the only means they have of attaining to that moſt 
ſalutary knowledge; the knowledge of their duty to 
God, and to man. Let ſuch then who remain in 
wilful ignorance, having the means of inſtruction ſo 
readily in their power, conſider, that their igno- 
rance cannot be imputed to them as a misfortune, 
but as a ſin. 


5 As another inducement to a conſtant attendance 


at the houſe of the Lord, we may have reaſon to 


hope, that when we perform the duty of prayer in 
communion with others, our prayers will be parti 


cularly efficacious: ſince God has promiſed ** 11 
Now it is cer- 


on, by confeſſing our fins, by returning thanks, 
and by offering up our petitions, in public, than 
we can by the exerciſe of the ſame duties in private, 
By the firſt (public confeſſion) as was obſerved in 
the beginning of this diſcourſe, we declare our belief 
of a ſupreme Being: by the ſecond (public thankſ - 
giving) we acknowledge his goodneſs manifeſted in 
the bleflings we have received at his hands; and 


thereby give a proof of our gratitude, the moſt 
becoming of all virtues, and indeed the ſource of all. 
By the third and laſt (public petition) we profeſs 


| our 
= 1 Samuel ii. 30 


(- 41, ), 
our belief of God's power, and our e e oa 
his promiſes, * my | 


100 


Again, by bun in the . prayers of e 
church, we have the advantageous opportunity of 
making ufe of thoſe ptayers, which in our income | 
parable liturgy, are fo "_ N to aue occa- 
fon, ; 


It is not vat one ; who has the happy faculty of 
expreſſing himſelf ſo clearly, or ſo decently at all 
times, as the nature of prayer requires. Here then 
we have a moſt excellent form preſcribed for every 
purpoſe, conſonant inall reſpeQsto the ward of God, 
and entirely free from enthuſiaſm or ſuperſtition, In, 
the houſe of prayer, each partakes of the prayers of 
the whole congregation; whence ſome benefit may 
be derived, as we are taught 1 make Paper, and 
«* ſupplications, and to give thanks for all men.” and. 
we know that ®*the effeua] I Faure of the 
1 righteous avail much,” * 


To concliude. L ae s on the 
public worſhip of God, is ſo expreſsly commanded, 
that they who neglect it, cannot by any means be 
accounted his ſervants. - Many there are, who like 
the young man in the Goſpel, appear deſirous of 
obtaining eternal liſe, and like him ſeem willing to 
do any thing that they may obtain it. And. though 

D 3 in 
* 1 Timothy ii. 1. James v. 16. 


% 


32 

"> 2 - Sa 
Sa 3; 
1 + +. © 


1 — 7 — 
* 1 N 
ä 


_— — 


— 
7 


91. 
* 

1 : 
N ö 
q 2 4 
. 

"4 
4 4 
* 

ö 

5 . 

7 


64 


91 


their buſineſs, (rather indeed too much ſo; for they 
often obſerve the leſs and omit the weightier mat- 


ters of the law) ſtill they reject this one thing need- 
ful. Whilſt they are in great meaſure reaping the 


fruits o ftheir labour, and enjoying all the neceſſa- 
ries of life, [which may be conſidered as the preſent 
reward of virtue] they ſeem totally regardleſs of the 
hand that beſtows them, and live, © Pas having na 
« hope; and without God in the world.” So that the 
works of induſtry, honeſty, and ſobriety, which 


are of themſelves meritorious, cannot be outet 8 


for righteouſneſs to them, 


The amazing ſtreſs the Pſalmiſt lays on viſiting 
the Lord's houſe, and the delight he took in it, 
ſ ufficiently beſpeaks i it a duty of great importance, 
*© 4Lord (ſays he) I have loved che habitation f thy 
« houſe, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.” 
«-r One thing have I defired of the Lord, which 1 will 
<« require; even that I may dwell in the houſe of the 
« Lord all the days of my life, to behold the fair beauty 
« of the Lord; and to viſit his temple.” In the text 
he expreſſes his joy, that the people who had long 
lived in negle& of God's worſhip, were now deſi- 
rous-of. .adopting the — method of purſuing 

| it, 


» Epheſians ii. 12. 1 Pſalm xxvi. 8. Pſalm xxvii. 4 


in other reſpects they are apparently blameleſs; in- 
duſtrious, honeſt, ſober, careful, and attentive to 


it 
66 


( 43 ) 
it, © I was glad when they ſaid into me, laue 
«© into _ houſe of the Lord.” i 10 


Let me beſeech you, to 40 ſeriouſly what 
has been ſaid. And remember, that if we expect 
to receive the full reward of piety, we muſt be u- 
niform in the practies of it. We muſt not neglect 
ſome duties, ſor the ſake of others: but muſt en- 
deavour to allot. a proper time for all, and bg 
punctual in the performance of each. 80 that 
4 » all things. may be done decently, and in order. * 
we hope to experience the bleflings of God in fu- 
ture, let us at leaſt be ſo grateful as to acknowledge 
thoſe we haye already received, 4 t t Let us come ber 
e fore his preſence with Rh PD 1 « "and into 
« his courts with praiſe,” By no means make the 
frivolous excuſes ſome do, for abſenting themſelves 
from this holy place; which paſs indeed for excu- 
ſes, but that they will be accepted at the throne of 
grace, is more than any one can even venture to 
hope, unleſs as the Apoſtle ſays it be ” again 
&« hope.” 


There is, and there muſt be, * a time for every 
© purpoſe.” The duties of this preſent life muſt 
be er and a bleſſing will certainly attend the 


n proper 
* 1 Corinthians xiv. 40, * Pſalm xcv. 2. 
» Pſalm c. 3. „ Romans iv, 18. 


x Eccleſiaſtes iii. 1, 


( 44 ) 
proper diſcharge of them: provided we de not for- 
get the far more important concerns of the next, 
If one, muſt at any time give way to the other, 
every wiſe perſon would conſult the welfare of his 
eternal ſoul, before that of his periſhable body. It 
the eharacter of a good man, theſe duties are by 
reaſon ſo happily united, that do make that deſirable 
character complete, a due attention te both mult 
be obſerved. A man may be niorblly: gobd, Wich- 
out being religivus; dut he canhot be ttuly gl. 
dus, without being moral. And without religion, 
& 1 toithont holineſs, to man ſhall foe the Lord.” Whit 
morality would teach to 4 heathen, is doubly en- 
forced upon us, by the light of the goſpel. In 1 
word, if we would enjoy the godd things of this 
world with true ſatisfaction, and peace of mind, 
we Witt y ſeek the "Hngdom of God," and bit 


« righteouſneſs.” | Nies. 
0 nee n. . 2 e 
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(4) 
SERMON” 
ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Gen. xxvili. Cray, and part of the 17 verſe. 


How dreadful is this place ! this is none other but the 
houſe of God, and this is the gate of Heaven. 


: 


JUBLIC worſhip is a duty of much higher 
concernment than many ſeem to imagine; 
and it may be offered as an argument in favour of 
it, that it has received the aſſent of all nations and 
people, | A | 


Private devotion is at all times neceſſary and 
proper, and peculiarly ſerviceable to the individual, 
But we muſt alſo glorify God, by ** * letting aur 
* light ſhine before men and manifeſting to the 
world, that we are not aſhamed of. our profeſſion, 


ſhould endeayour, by an open avowal of our faith, 
; and 


2 Matthew v. 16. 


(4) 


and every example of holineſs, to bring others to 7 
the truth, 


For 7 WG as Juſt obſerved, great is the * 
nefit of private prayer, yet, we cannot poſſibly do 
that honour to'God, and to religion, in-our cloſet, 
as when we join the public aſſembly of thoſe, who 
meet to praiſe Him, who has promiſed to bleſs 
with his preſence, places ſet apart for his worſhip, 
and that Þ where two or three are gathered together 
ein hiv name, * r the the nj of hp 


And this furely ought to inſpire every one who 
approaches his holy temple, with awe and reve- 
rence, Who that corffiders white ne ts in this 
houſe, that he is more immediately in the fight, 
and in the preſence of the God of Heaven, of bis 
Maker, and eternal Judge, but muſt feel' a mote 
than common. pious dread and reſpect! ſufficient 
bne would imagine, to prevent that inattention, 
that levity and indecency of behaviour, too often 
the diſgrace of a proteſtant congregation, Where 
fome ſit, ſome kneel, and others ſtand, all at the 
ſume time: ſo that a ſtranger would either ſuppoſe 
that every Rind of ceremony was aboliſhed among 
us, or would be extremely puzzled to find-out by 
which method he could beſt how his reſpeR for the 


religion, accordiag to the cuſtom of its profeſſors. 


] 
b Matthew zviii, 20, 


66 ** 

s to I now therefore proceed to obſerve; that hows 
ever neceſſary and commendable- the *tendance 

: * on the public worſhip of God may be, yet, that 


ly do it is not merely from frequenting this place we 
ofet, ball reap any benefit, ualeſs we come hither with 
who tat ſincerity, aud true devotion of mind, which 
bles i vill enforce a behaviour ſuitable to the gecafion, 
hip By which we may/evince, that we have ſome: real 
rether meaning, and intention of making ouxſelyes ac- 
Woe? ceptable to God, and a deſire of worſhipping Him, 
with a holy worſhip. 


Our Saviour (who came to full the Moſaic 
law, and not to deſtroy it : which law was not 
meant to be permanent, nor to be otherwiſe con- 
ſilered, than as a type, or prefiguration of a better, 
and more laſting covenant) ſcarce any where en- 
joins ceremonies : but taught, that the moſt eſſen- 
tial worſhip God requires, is the ſacrifice of the 
heart and mind, And that“ * they who worſhip 
« Him, muſt worſhip Him in ſpirit and in truth,” s 


Conformably to this doctrine, the: reformed 
church, of which we are members, has long dropt 
all ceremonies, which might have the-leaſt tendan- 
cy to ſuperſtition or idolatry, Notwirhſtaading 
this & ſome fort of form, or eternal worſhip, nay 


« make a part of religion, On Tong 
4 ofſonti 


"AY John iv. 24. 


( 48 
cc e/ential one too, when we conceive mankind 10; be 
5+ united-in the ſame holy Society, and forming one body 
$ of a church, or religion of what nature foever,” 5 7 


The method of public worſhip ſet forth in our 
liturgy,' ſeems to be the moſt ſenſible and natural 
_ could poſſibly have been eontrived. Thisz it 
is the indiſpenſable duty of every one, punQually 
do öbberee: Which would be the caſe mans 


25 
it is, if people r firſt conſideerr,r,, chin 
The place they were in. © That it is none other this 

& but the ooe of God, And ſecondly, "2ÞF plac 
part 


* or what purpoſe they were aſſembled. « That hum 
&« It is the gate of Heaven. ” That is, we muſt te. ved 
member, that public worſhip forms a part, and no the 
inconſiderable part, of that obedience, by which Ml © 3: 


we hope to facilitate our eternal welfare, It is the rende 
gate to Heaven and everlaſting happineſs, in the Wl ſelf. 
ſame ſenſe that our Sariur has called Himſelf Itr 
e the door, and t the way.” « %,, am the door, call it 
&« zy me if any man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved.” 6 
& am the way, and the truth, and the life; TH 
. cometh to the Father, but by me.” All w " 8 
means, that there is no other method of gaining kumilic 
an entrance into Heaven, but believing in Chriſt, hen 7 
and obeying his commands. In this ſenſe does the {Wiormeg 
patriarch ſtile. any ſpot or place appropiated to the Norder to 
worſhip N protecti 


T} 


0, 


John x. 9. * John xiv. 6, 


il 89) 
frequenting ity being a neceſſary means of obtaining 
a ſcat in thoſe manſions of peace and love. 


We find it very early intimated, that a peculiar 
and becoming reſpe& was due, to all places that 
were dedicated to the ſervice of God. * ſhall 
ct keep my | ſabbaths, and reveretcd my Sanctuary, 
was among the firſt commandments given to the 
children of Iſrael : and it is often repeated. Before 
this indeed are we taught, that ſo greatly does the 
place, where God vouchſafes to manifeſt Himfelf, 
partake of his purity, and with ſack reverence and 
humility is it to be approached, that Moſes recei- 
ved a direct order * = rake off his ſhoes,” before 
the Almighty inveſted him with his commiſſion, 
&* becauſe the place whereon he fond was holy ground: fo 
rendered by the oO of Him who is holineſs it- 
ſelf, | 

It muſt be the height'of inconfiderateneſs, not to 
call it by a harſher term, that can ſuffer a perſon to 

6 6 191% © ruſh 


fLeviticus xxvi. 2. 

Exodus iii. 5. This appears to have * a token of 
humility, and thence a neceſſary part of worſhip; for 
when David fled from Jeruſalem to avoid the conſpiracy 
formed by Abſalom, as he aſcended .Mount Olivet, in 
order to worſhip, to humble himſelf, and to beg the 
protection of God ** be avent bare Foot,” 2 Samuel, xv, 
o. The ſame ceremony is mentioned in other places, 
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| ſhall we pay any regard to man, which we would 


refrain from any unbecoming, or indecent aQion 


( 59 | 
ruſh into the dwelling place er the Lord of hath 
with the ſame careleſſneſs and indifferenes he Won 
enter a place of entertainment. The audience po 
bably of the latter might command decorum! Bu 


deny to God? when we are called into ceremonial 
company here, are not the punctilios of time, of 
.dreſs, and of behaviour, duly conſidered and obſer- 
ved? and ſhall theſe circumſtances be thought; of li 
tle, or of no conſequence, when we repair to the 
nabitation of the Moſt High? if we can attend to the 
dictates of formality, and reſpect, and are able b 


in the preſence of an earthly ſuperior ; let us conf: natu 
der, how much more neceſlary, how much mar: d 
important ſuch a behaviour is, when we come pur end. 
poſely, and directly to addreſs ourſelves to the Lord a ſpect. 
Heaven and earth, the Author of our being, the Give this f 
of all we poſſeſs, to him in whoſe hands are the iſſue « eth 
of life and death; indeed if our hearts and incligs * the 
tions lead us hither, a proper behaviour will not be He 
wanting. ae A 
Let us not forget where we are. * This it mw es 

ce other but the houſe of God.” Well may we exclam PR 
with Jacob © How dreadful is this place!” Te _ 


word © dreadful” does not here ſignify, © terrifying, 
or * diſmaying-” but rather, © awful, venerable,” ral 


ing in our minds ſuch ideas as will oblige us to ef 


bel 


| ( 57 ) 
ter with conſideration, reverence, and love, * 
that * perfact love which cafteth out every fear,” 
cept the fear of offending, for that can never be 4 
parated from humanity. 


Let us now in the ſecond place conſider, that 
« this is the gate of Heaven.” In other words, that 
an obſervance of the duties which are compriſed in 
public wolbip, is a neceſſary part of our duty to 
God. The buſineſs therefore we come on, if we 
xe ſincere, muſt certainly influence our behaviour, 
and infuſe a proportionable degree of reſpect and at- 
tention. It is a concern by no means of a trifling 
nature, All are intereſted. in it alike. Here, eve- 
j diſtinction of birth, title, or fortune, is at an 
end. And if we could ſuppoſe that God was a te- 
ſpecter of perſons, leſs in one place than in another, 
this ſurely muſt be the place. But He regard- | 
« eth not the rich more than the poor, for they all are 
© the work of * bir hands.” 


Here we affemble to Joy open our hearts before 
the Almighty, by the. moſt humble, lincere, and 
unreſerved confeſſion of all our fins, whether of 


1 commiſſion or neglect: to ſupplicate his pardon of 
Au dem, and that He would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
4-008 «ford us the aſſiſtance of his grace, by which we 
70h E 2 may 


1 John iv. 18. * Job xxxiv, 19. 


( 52 ) 
may be enabled to 14 temptation for tet 
ture. To acknowledge every Vleſfing we have 
ceived at his hands, and to return Him bur unfeighs 
ed thanks for the ſame, We beg that He woold'fs 
ſtrengthen our faith, and pour into our hearts ſuch 
a love of virtue, that we may have ſome. reaſon, to 
hope for a continuance of his meręies. . 


(15419100 As 


We here likewiſe oiv6 our public aſſent to every 
article of our faith; the neeeſſity of Which ſeems 88 
preſent more urgent than ever: - as nothing is ſo 
likely to ſtop the voice of Schiſmatics, or the e 
panfion of any falfe doctrine, as fuch frequent und 
open proofs of our unanimity and concord, «Het 
we acknowledge the ſupremacy of the God of Heat By 
ven, and manifeſt our reliance on the merits and ont 
interceſſion of our bleſſed gariour. tte 


ing; 
As to public thankgiving, it is Ys an at of WA « - I 
tice to return thanks publicly, for thoſe meręies pre 
which have been, and are conſpicuous to the world: Wl bleſſe: 
it is aſcribing to the Lord the honour due unto his .=, 
name: „ell it out among the heathen,” fays hoh 
David, ** that the Lord is King, and that it is He who wh 
« hh made the round world fo faft, that it cant ſurely 
« be moved; and how that Be ſhatt judge the” people I may b 
and th 


« rightzouſly.” By attending the public worſhip 


of God, we endeavour to make ſome atonement for 
our 


* 


x Pſalm xcvi. 10. 


I $1 
our r numberleſs offences, by humbling ourſelves be» 
fore Him and offering Him that kind of ſervice, 
with which we hope and think He will be moſt 


pleaſed. 


Here we meet to promote mY welfare of our r fouls, 
as well as the glory and honour of God and of reli- 
gion: and for this it is expedient, that when we 
lift up our hands, our hearts be alſo lifted up with 
them; And that during the performance of theſe 
duties, uniformity and decency may be preſerved, 
a certain method of worſhip has been pointed out 
and eſtabliſhed, with the utmoſt wiſdom, reaſona- 
bleneſs and propriety. | 


By this we are taught, what indeed nature and 
common ſenſe would diQtate, that the propereſt 
poſture for confeſſion, or ſupplication, is kneel- 
ar ; as expreſſive of the greateſt humility, Thus 

« Daniel kneeled on his knees three times a-day and 
« prayed :”” we have likewiſe the example of our 
bleſſed Lord, who in the garden of Gethſemane 


« ® kneeled down and prayed.” 


When we rehearſe the articles of our belief it.is 
ſurely proper to be on our feet, that our concurrence: 
may be publiſhed'in as open a manner as poſſible; 
and that we may all appear to belong to the ſame 

7 community. 


Daniel vi. 10. 
Luke xxii, 41. Matthew xxvi, 36. 


6. 


community, 115 in order to fix 0 our No ala af 
draw us to 4 proper participation of che dj cre | 
duties, ſeveral repetitions and refponſes are enjoined | 
us: by theſe alſo we 9 a n of opinion. 
en 219 232th 

- White 1. am ebe to euuperats the ecre- 
monies (for ſuch they may certainly be called) 
in our church fervice, let me not forget that anjmas 
ting one of Pſalmady: for the antiquity and ufage 
of which we need only refer to Scripture. There we 
read, that - Maſes with the children of Israel, ſang 
a ſong of thankſgiving, on their miraculous eſcape 
from the Egyptians. When Jahaaiel propheſied 
that the people of Judah ſhould prevail over the 
Moabites and others who came againſt them to bat- 
tle; Jehoſhiphat the king ** ® appointed fingers unto the 
«© Lord,” io praiſe and magnify Him, for ſuch an 
intimation of his aſſiſtance. Solomon ſays “ 7 
« Righteous ſing and rejoice.” And what an elevated 
expreſſion is that in Job, where the Lord ſpeaks to 
him out of the whirl- wind, and aſks him,“ Where 
« waſt thou, when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
&* Then the morning flars ſang together, and all the fans 
« of God ſhouted for joy?” Do we not read that ** *at 
% midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and ſang praiſes un- 


6 7g 


"Exodus xv. 1. © 2 Chronicles xx, 21. 
P Proverbs xxix. 6, 4 Job xxxviii. 4, 7. 
Acts xvi. 25. 


{ $3 ) 
« n Cui in * ond the priſiney uu 
And l:ffly, has not the don ef God himſelf givers 
in example of the propriety” (U way fly, from 6 
great authority, the indiſpenfable neceffity} of this 
duty? of whom is recorded; that before He and h 
diſcigles went out to the Mount of Olives, after the 
ſolemn corgnany,; of the laſt fuppery * *They ſang: 
« hymn.” . _ Hence we may naturally canclude, 
« that. fingiog is- & an external action which God has 
66 « appointed, not. only to expreſs, the inward j joy 
« and thpnkfulneb of our heart; but that. it may 
alſo have its place amang the molt ſerious * * 
devotion. 9 Ax Woo. 


* e den 


With all this it is abſolutely a 700 ofevery one | 
to comply, to the utmoſk of his ability: that is, uns 
leſs he is prevented by natural infirmity. For in- 
ſtance, if it is painful to kneel, we muſt offer up 
our prayers in that manner, which leaves aur minds 
moſt at eaſe, and our thoughts unperplexed. And 
they who cannot ſing, without i interrupting the har- 
mony, may ſtill ſhow their approbation, and reſpect 
for that part of the ſervice * paying mor attention 
to thaſe Wan yt 25 Lats gf 


| But they aha refuſe o give any of theſe public 
teſtimonies of their profeſſion, if, while ſome are 
kneeling, 


* Matthew'xxvi. 30 Mark xy. 2, 6. 


(56 ) 
zneeling, . others are fitting carelelly.,; ipat⸗ 
tentiyely; they ſurely cannot be ſaid to promote the 
glory of God, or of religion: in ſhort it may, be 
looked on as a denial of their faith, and therefore 
they ſubvert a moſt material end of public worſhip. 


Let us not be deficientin any of theſe particulars, 
either from a falſe and miſtaken modeſty, or from i 
want of zeal and ſincerity. The former is an error 
infinitely below the dignity of a Chriſtian, beyond 
which the meaneſt capacity may ſoar: and am ex- 
cuſe that wilr little avail us, for let us remember 
that our Saviour has ſaid “ M Hoſorver is aſhamed of 
« me, and of my words, of him will the Son of mane 
& aſhamed.” And *wheſcever ſhall confeſs me before 
& men, him will I confeſs. alfo before my Father wha is 
& in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall deny me Nu men, 
& him alſo will I deny before my Father who is in bea: 
6. ven.” The latter, (want of zeal or ſincerity) 
is the only reaſon that ſhould make us more earneſt 
to implore, as the Apoſtles did, increaſe to our faith, 
and ſtability to our virtue. | 


Public worſhip, rightly conſidered, is a duty of a 
very ſerious nature, and is by no means to be under. 
taken without proper thought and reflection. We 
are not to come to this place mechanically or nega- 
tively; merely becauſe it is cuſtomary, or becauſe 

=o 


© Mark viii. 38; z Matthew x, 32, 33 


i 


ts) 
— otherwife, But we 
muſt comp to. preſent qurſelyes before the. Lord and 
to a mind properly prepared, the gbſeryince of this 
duty, may: in ſome meaſures; appear 7 9 of that 
Jadgement to, which, we Well be 2 Hefe alt 
our actions ꝓnd ig ręyvie before we God; here, t 


ſincerity of our contrition, and of our thirſt for fu- 
ture godlineſs,” um bo proved by bur bebaviour : 

and here we meet in 4 degree with the reward of 
our virtue, in the fatisfaction of a good-conſcience,' 
That ſatis faction which the: chearful performance; 
of any of Gods commandments will never fail to: 


401 $41 7 211 S Ig. Fo an. 
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crete. . 5 lars 
Another argument yet,1 rema ins, and dark, "the 
threats which we may find denounced in Scripture, 
gainſt thoſe who i in any manner profane che temple 
of God, ,5* - Becauſe” ſays God to the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, <& becauſe thou ha aft defiled u my ſandtuary, 
&* with all thy detgſtable things, and with all thy abomi- 
&* nations, therefore will 1 alſo diminiſh thee, neither 
* ſhall mine eye ſpare, neither will ] have pity. Now 
by the defilement or profanation of this houſe, 
which is the temple of God, and the place where 
his honour dwelleth, may be underſtood any impro- 
per or irreverent «Aids i in it. -When we are un- 
mindful of the dignity of the place; when we refuſe 
to join in prayer, or in any part of the ſervice; if 

we 


j 


Ezekiel v. 11. 


% 
: - 


195 1 
we draw off the attention of thoſe who ate property 


„ * = 
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Ke and feriouſly diſpoſed; in thort, if we ſufſer bu 
2 thoughts to wander, and forget the purpoſe of out 
"4 coming hither, we may be fuid to profane both the 


= 


Sabbath and 'the Sanctuary, and thereby lay our · 


5 
Fe” ſehres open to the Uſphaſire and wrath of n 
* e, N ; $40 . wh 

bs That none of theſe, crimes. may be laid to 0 our 
#”> _ charge, when we repair to the houſe of God, let us 
1. = ſet our affections entirely on things above. We 
he muſt conſider the benefits ariſing from the proper per · 


formance of this duty, and the conſequences attend. 
ing the neglect of it. We muſt conſider that we are 


not only ſoliciting temporal bleſſings, but endeavour- 

ing to procure a place in that kingdom which fhall 

laſt for ever. We muſt look on this houſe as ** the 

e gate of Heaven,” at which we are to aſſemble with 

meekneſs and reverenee, doth on account of the 
ſacredneſs of the place, and of our own imperfecs 

tions, And God grant it may prove to us all the 
gate of righteouſneſs and everlaſting life. 
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s EF R M Q- M-.5 
Ox THE SACRAMENT or ru LORD's SUPPER, 
1 Cor. xi. Cf. and the 29 Verſe. 

He that eateth and drinketh -unworthily, cateth and 
drinketh dammatiam to bimſelf, not diſcerning the 
Lord's * : 

—  — — — | 

HES E are the words, which for want of be · 

ing underſtood, prevent many well-diſpoſed 

perſons from obeying the poſitive command of our 

Saviour, concerning what is commonly called the 

Sacrament, or Lord's Supper, He inſtituted it, 

and commanded us to celebrate it in remembrance 


of Him. 


In the verſes preceding the text, St. Paut reca- 
pitulates the manner, and the intention of this in- 
ſtitution, in nearly the ſame words which the E- 
vangeliſts have uſed. Fur 7 have received of the 
&* Lord that which alſo I delivered unto you, that the 
„Lord Jeſus the ſame night in which He was betray- 
« ed, took bread, And when he had given thanks, 
« He brake it, and ſaid, take, eat, this is my body 
* which is broken for you; this do in remembrance of 
« me. After the ſame manner alſo He took the cup 
* when he had ſupped, ſaying, this cup is the New Teſ- 
* tament in my blood; this do ye, as oft as you drink 
« it, in remembrance of me.” 

* This cup is the new Teſtament,” that is, this 
cup is the ſign of the Goſpel covenant, of which 
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the new covenant, to diſtinguiſh it from that co- 
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. 1 
Chriſt is called the Mediator, and which is called 


venant which God had formerly made with the 


Jews. Thus, the purpoſes for which the Lord's one 
: ſupper was ordained, were, as we are plainly' told Pre 


in our Church Cathechiſm, “ To be a continual re- 
«© membrance of the ſatrifice of the death of Chriſt, ani pil 


„ the benefits which we receive thereby.” The pal 
effect of Chriſt's death being our eternal redempti- In 
on, He was willing before He quitted the world, ” 
to leave ſome outward ſign, or ceremony with his T 
diſciples ; the frequent uſage of which might bring con 
to our minds that laſt great and merciful act of his, nati 
the laying down his life for our ſakes, and. preſerve bly 
the benefits wederive thence, (namely, our eternal Wl and 
falvation,) conſtantly in our memories. He there- WM for t 
fore appointed the ceremony of the Lord's ſupper, WI s 
or more properly, of the Euchariſt, which ſignifies ter. 
an act of thankſgiving, or a commemoration of bene- verts 
fits. For as oft” continues the Apoſtle, © ay But 
© eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhow forth ſolut 
e the Lord's death till He come. That is, as oſten ſhou 
as we worſhip God, and offer up our thanks in the dutie 
manner thus preſcribed, we acknowledge ourſelve diviſi 
to be the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt; we confeſs that prehe 
we believe He died for our ſins, and that we ſhall enorr 
be ſaved through faith in his name. Ybergfim Cbap 
* whoſoever ſhall ear this bread, and drink this cup Pærtie 
; N Is | "9, we 
TEN | 65 60; 01 d& 


* Hebrews xii. 24. 
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( 63 ) 
« of the Lord, unworthily, Hall be guilty of the body 


« and blood of the Lord.” This, and the verſe I 
have choſen for my text, are ſo nearly alike, that 
one explanation will take in both, But before I 
proceed to this I muſt obſerve, that whenever we 
read the Scriptures, and particularly any of the E- 
piſtles, we ſhould conſider the perſons to whom the 
paſſages we read allude, and the occaſion of them. 
In the preſent inſtance, the following particulars 
are not unworthy our notice, + 


The Corinthians were exceſſively . And the 
conſequence was (as it generally is with wealthy 
nations, or individuals,) that they were remarka- 
bly luxurious, and given up to all manner of ſin 
and debauchery: ſo much as to become proverbial 
for their laſsivievſueſe, And a Corinthian woman, 


ter, St. Paul ki had many "ESE 


verts, and bad eſtabliſhe# à Church at Corinth. 
But it is not to he wondered, that people of ſo diſ- 
ſolute a turn, and living in ſo profligate a city, 


' ſhould: be negligent and, irregular in their religious 


duties. Accordingly we find that they bad many, 
diviſions and contentions among them. After re- 
prehending them on this account, and for many other 
enormities, the Apoſtle proceeds in the eleventh 
Chapter to reprove their indecent and unworthy 
participation of the Lord's ſupper. A ben ye come 


72 © together 


See Whitby's preface to the Corinthians. 
© Chapter i. 11. 
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10 together therefore in one place, (or as it is in the 


(64 ) 


original for this purpoſe, that is, the purpoſe which 
you pretend, namely, that of celebrating the Eu- 


chariſt,) * this is not to eat the Lord's ſupper. For in 


« eating every one taketh before other his ſupper, and 
'© one is hungry, and another is drunken. What, have 
ye not houſes to eat and to drink in? Or deſpiſe ye 


the Church of Cod and ſhame them that have not f 
* What fall I fay to You ? Shall a You in 1 


% praiſe you not.” 
It appears that they had feaſts which they kept 


at the ſame time, and in the ſame place, that they 


met together in order to celebrate the Lord's Sup- 


per. 


And from the terms of reproach the Apoſtle 


has here uſed, we may readily imagine that they 
were far from being worthy partakers of that ſolemn 


meal, St. Pau] therefore, after reminding them 


of the nature and cauſe of the inſtitution, adds, 


« He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 


« drinketh damnation t0 * If, not diſcerning uh 


* Lord's body.” 


The unworthineſs of the Corinthians we ſee pro- 


- ceeded from a particular cauſe, to which theſe 


words have a reference: which will appear more 


clearly if we tranſpoſe them. Thus we may read 
& He that eateth and drinketh, not diſcerning the Lord's 


« body, eateth and drinketh unworthily.”” They (the 
nden mn .other feaſts to the Euchariſt, 


See Whitby, Poole's Annotations, and Calmet's 


and 
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( 65 ) 

and did not diſcriminate, with proper devotion and 
ſolemnity, between the one and the other. And 
thence proceeded their unworthineſs. Wherefore, 
although I would by no means hint, that we may not 
be unworthy partakers, it is impoſſible for us to be- 
come ſo, for the ſame reaſon they did. Becauſe as 
the other ceremonies which they had, do not exiſt 
among us, we have not the ſame temptation. But as 
the words of the text have been ſo far a ſtumbling- 
block to numbers, as to deter them from the per- 
formance of a duty, which is really indiſpenſable; 
I ſhall now endeavour to make ſome obſervations on 
them, which I hope may be of uſe, 


And firſt, ſome I fear from this caution of the A- 
poſtle's, have been led to think, that if they have 
ever committed fin, they cannot be worthy commu- 
nicants, Others imagine, that if they ſhould re- 
ceive the holy ſacrament, and be guilty of any ſin 
afterwards, they ſhould run the riſk of incurring e- 
ternal puniſhment. But we cannot ſuppoſe that 
our Saviour would have inſtituted, and commanded 
the obſervance of any ceremony, which ſhould be 
attended with ſuch invincible difficulties, For if 
none but the perfect, if none but the immaculate 
can be thought worthy receivers, where ſhall we 
find any that are ſo? If this were the caſe, where 
is the efficacy of repentance ? For if we think that 
we cannot by repentance, render ourſelves worthy 
partakers of the holy communion, we ſurely can« 
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( 66 } 
not think by this, or any other means, to render 
ourſelves fit inhabitants of the kingdom of heaven, 
Such an idea as this, is indeed contrary to the whole 
tenour of our Lord's doctrine, and to the deſign of 
his coming. Himſelf declared, that He came not 
to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance, 
And that they that are whole need not a Phyſician, 
but thoſe that are fickf, Our Saviour commanded 


the rite we are ſpeaking of, to be continually ſo- 


lemniſed in remembrance of his death. And 
though it was appointed in the preſence but of a few, 
yet the obſervance was certainly intended to be uni- 
verſal. Since He died not for the eleven only, but 


for the ſins of the whole world. All there fore who 


profeſs themſelves to be Chriſt's diſciples, are ne- 
ceſſarily bound to fulfil all his appoĩintments; and par- 
ticularly to commemorate that act, on which their 
hopes of future happineſs entirely depend. 


Since then there is an obligation on all chriſtians 


to be partakers of the holy communion, it is not fin 
that can put it irremediably out of our power to 
become worthy partakers. For in this caſe, as! 
obſerved, none would be fit.“ © Since all have ſinned.” 
Therefore ſays St. Paul, “ Let a man examine himfel, 
* and ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 
Whence it appears that ſome preparation is neceſſi- 
ry, previous to our receiving. Or rather indeed, 
that a particular frame of mind is neceſſary at the 
time that we receive. What this preparation, 

| | frame 
* Matthew ix. 13. Matthew ix, 12. 5 Romans iii. 2þ 
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frame of mind is, the Scriptures do not ſay directly 


and in expreſs terms. But we may eaſily infer what 
it is, not only from the whole doctrine of the Goſ- 


pel, but from the nature of the ordinance itſelf. 


According to this, the laſt article of our church ca- 
thechiſm has with great propriety reduced it to three 
heads ;—repentance, faith, and charity. The 
queſtion is, What is required of them who come to 
«© the Lord's ſupper? The anſwer—** To examine 
e themſelves, whether they repent them truly of their for- 
«© mer fins, ftedfaſtly ' purpofing to lead a new life; 
« have a lively faith in God's merey through Chriſt, 
te with a thankful remembrance of his death; and be 
« 7n charity with all men.” Thus, the ſame prepa- 
ration, the ſame qualifications, which alone can 
give us any title to the benefits reſulting from the 
death of our Saviour, are neceſſary to make us meet 
partakers of thoſe outward ſigns, by which He or- 
dered us to keep his death in remembrance, 


If then we approach the table with an unfeigned 
ſorrow for our paſt ſins, and with a reſolution of 
endeavouring to the utmoſt of our power, to avoid 
them for the future; if we have a lively faith in 
God's mercy through Chriſt ; that is, if we believe 
that Chriſt by bis death has purchaſed our redemp- 
tion, and that Giod will have mercy upon us, and 
accept- our repentance through his merits and in- 
terceſſion; if we conſider the purpoſes for which 


this ſacrament was ordained, and have a thankful 


remembrance 


9 * k 
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668) 
remembrance of that one oblation 6h ance offered,” 
: And laſtly, if we are in charity with all "mankind; 
that i is, if we bear no enmity towards any; for it is 
- impoſlible we ſhould love thoſe who have materially 
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nor have any deſires of revenge towards them; thus 
; eireumſtanced, and in this diſpoſition, we cannot 
be accounted unworthy communicants. 


Tbeſe are the fundamental principles of Chriſli 
anity. Theſe are duties incumbent on us at all 
times. If therefore by an habitual courſe of fin 
unrepented of, if by a total neglect and indifference 
concerning the means of ſalvation ; if by cheriſh- 
ing a malicious and revengefu] temper, a man re- 
mains unfit to be a partaker of the Lord's ſupper; 
he muſt be in a very dangerous ſtate, nor can he 
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tam afraid to come; why then do ye not repent, and 
« amend ?” *** Whoever lives in any wilful ſin, cannot 
e ſafely come to the holy ſacrament nor, which I beg 
<< you to obſerve, can he ſafely ſtay away. For as the 
<« hypocriſy of profeſſing amendment falſely at God's 
&« table, isa great fin; ſo the profaneneſs of turning our 
ac backs upon it, becauſe we will not amend, is to the 


20 full as great a one: and it is the mereſt folly in the 
« world 


: think, if he conſiders, that he is by any means fit 
wu to be a partaker of the kingdom of God, 1 If 
5 | © any man ſay, I am a grievous ſinner, and therefore 


k Hebrews ix. 28. | 
. FSee the exhortation at the Communion Service, 
u See Secker's Lectures on the Catechiſm, 


| Injured us; but we may not bear them any ill-will, 


ered,” 
kind ; 
IT it is 


rially 


-will, 


thus 


( 69 ) 

« world to chuſe either, as the ſafer way; for a wick · 
« ed perſon can be ſafe no way. But let him reſolve to 
« quithis wickedneſs: and when heisthoroughly ſure, 
« ſo far as he can fromacompetent experience, that he 
« hath reſolved upon iteffeQually, then he may as ſaſe- 
« ]y receive, as he can ſay his prayers.” In ſhort, if a 
man cannot by proper conſideration put his mind 
in a fit ſtate to receive the ſacrament, he can hardly 
be in a diſpoſition to addreſs himſelf to the Almigh- 
ty on any occaſion whatever, When he does arrive 
at this happy temper, his former finfulneſs, ſo far 
ſrom being any obſtacle, is one reaſon that ſhould 
make him particularly deſirous of ſealing his repen- 
tance, by the reception of this ſacrament of faith 
and love. 1 Let the wicked man forſake his way, 
* and the unrighteouſi man his thoughts ; and let him 
*« return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy pon 
« him; and 15 eur God, for he Wee 
1 don. nd! 

We have conſidered the nature and end of the 
ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, We have ſeen that 
our Saviour Himſelf inſtituted it; and it appears 
from its very nature that He intended ,it ſhould bę 
univerſally celebrated, by all his diſciples. We 
have ſeen that the want of the ® wedding garment 
of repentance and faith, can alone render us un- 
worthy partakers of it. We have alſo conſidered by 
what means it is in our own power to become wor- 


thy 


IIſaiah lv. 7. Matthew xxii.11. 
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( 20 ] 
thy. Let me therefore hope that you will refle& og 
theſe things. ph” 

They who have hitherto lived i in the neglea o 
this poſitive command of our Saviour, and haye 
been careleſs and. deficient i in other religious duties, 
may require a certain time, to examine their paſt 
lives; to endeavour by repentanceto reconcile them- 
ſelves to God; and to pray for the aſſiſtance of his 
grace towards their future amendment. Life how- 
ever is uncertain: too great a delay may be dange- 
rous: ; fincerity may do much ; and where theres 
ſincerity, there need be no fear, 


But let ſuch as attend conſtan tly, and with fin- 
cerity on the public worſhip of God, and whoſe 
conſciences do not accuſe them of any wilful or ha- 
bitual fin; let them I ſay remember, that as long 
as they refuſe. to accept this invitation of our bleſled 
Redeemer's,' they are conſiderably leſſening: the 
efficacy of their obedience in other reſpects. 


It is not a harſh exaction; it is not an injundtion 


0 of diſpleaſure; but an invitation of love, from the 


fame kind inſtructor who ſaid, ** "Come unto me al 
« ye that labo ur and are heavy laden, and T will give 
© you ret.” Come all ye who are bending under 
the weight of tranſgreſſions, who are preſſed down 
with trouble and afflictions; Come unto me with 
repentance and faith, and I will refreſh you. Do 
* this in remembrance of me.” Eat this bread and 
drink of this cup, in remembrance that I gave my 
body 

Matthew xi. 28. N 


(713 

body to be pierced, and my blood to be ſhed, for 
your ſakes, that ye may be happy to all eterni- 
ty—** Do this as oft as ye drink it, with a. grateful 
ſenſe and acknowledgement of ſuch benefits, and 
« ® though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white 
&« as ſnow ; though they. be red like crimſon, they ſhall 
ehe as woel,,' Such a requeſt, and ſuch benefits, 
ſurely demand our attention and compliance. Re- 
member, that if it be a ſin to receive unworthily ; 
it is ſtil] a greater not to communicate, becauſe ye 
will not endeavour to make yourſelves worthy. 


Let not the fear of falling into ſin afterwards, 
deter you from the performance of ſo neceſſary a part 
of your duty; but recollect, that if you receive the 
Sacrament with proper conſideration, and therefore 
worthily receive it; ſin afterwards cannot alter the 
nature of things, nor make that worthy reception 
which is paſt, unworthy. Frailty is inſeparable 
from mortality: nor can any thing while we are in 
this mortal ſtate, make us wholly infallible, If we 
ſhould break our reſolutions, “ ? the only thing for 
« us to do, is to lament our faults with deeper contri- 
* tion, renew our good purpoſes more firmly, pray for 
« help from above with more earneſtneſs, watch over 
* ourſelves with more prudent care; then thankfully 
« commemorate again God's pardoning love, and 
s claim anew the benefit of his gracious covenant,” 

Come then, and lay down your fins at the foot 
of the Altar; “ 1 Caft away from you all your tranſ- 

« greſſion: 
* Iſaiah i. 18, See Secker's Lecture. 
1 Ezechiel xviii. 3 1. 
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E gon, hind 3s have et __— 
& you' a new heart, and a new ſpirit,” Let we 
deavour fo to purify ourſelves by the worthy re 
| tion of thoſe * creatures of bread and vine 
are but the repreſentation of a-perfeR, ' 
though conditional ſacrifice; that che body of Gf 
may not have been broker, + nor his blood W 
us in vain, SA 


Conſider 8 ſaid. And bes & 
in your preparation, or for the removal of any en 
ples that may yet remain, I recommend to your 7 
Tious peruſal, that moſt excellent treatiſe call 
H companion to the Altar,” which you wilt 
in moſt Common Prayer Books. And God g 
your endeavours may be ſo effectual, that the nll 
| neglect! have hitherto been ſorry to —y id 
no longer be viſible among you. = 


„Nou unto Him who is able to do exceeding abe 
&« Jantly above all that we can af or think, — 
4 to the power that worketh in us. Unto him be 2lory 


« inthe Church, by Chrifl Feſus, throughout * 


« world without end.” 


l r Seo the prayer of conſecration in the comm 


ſervice. 


; * Epheſians, Bi. 20 
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